
What to Expect After Filing a Claim 
Filing a mass tort claim is the first step in seeking justice and compensation for your injuries. 
However, the legal process can take time, and understanding what happens next can help you 
stay informed and prepared. This guide outlines the expected timeline, settlement process, 
potential delays, and your role in the case. 

 

📅 Timeline of What Happens After Your Claim is 
Submitted 

1️⃣ Case Review & Initial Filing (0-6 Months) 

✔ Your attorney gathers medical records, financial losses, and proof of product use.​
 ✔ The lawsuit is officially filed in state or federal court.​
 ✔ The defendant is served legal notice and has time to respond or dispute the claim. 

⏳ What to Expect: This stage is primarily paperwork-heavy, and you may not hear updates 
frequently. 

 

2️⃣ Discovery & Evidence Exchange (6-24 Months) 

✔ Both sides share documents, expert reports, and depositions.​
 ✔ Attorneys work to prove liability, negligence, and damages.​
 ✔ Expert witnesses (doctors, scientists) may be called to support your claim. 

⏳ What to Expect: This phase takes time because each case is investigated thoroughly. 

📌 Tip: Keep in touch with your attorney and ensure all medical updates are provided. 

 

3️⃣ Bellwether Trials & Settlement Negotiations (2-4 Years) 

✔ A few selected cases go to trial as test cases (bellwether trials).​
 ✔ If plaintiffs win, the defendant may offer a settlement to avoid more trials.​
 ✔ If settlement talks fail, additional trials may occur. 



⏳ What to Expect: Bellwether trials help determine settlement values. If successful, 
settlements may move faster for other plaintiffs. 

📌 Tip: Many cases settle at this stage, but if yours doesn’t, you may need to wait for further 
legal decisions. 

 

4️⃣ Settlement Distribution or Trial Verdict (3-5+ Years) 

✔ If a settlement is reached, funds are distributed based on injury severity.​
 ✔ If a trial verdict is in favor of the plaintiffs, compensation is determined by the court.​
 ✔ If the defendant appeals, the case may take longer. 

⏳ What to Expect: If you accept a settlement, your compensation will be processed after 
legal fees and expenses are deducted. 

📌 Tip: If your case goes to trial, be prepared for additional legal proceedings. 

 

💰 The Settlement Negotiation Process & Potential 
Outcomes 
Once bellwether trials provide an estimate of case value, the defendant may: 

✅ Offer a Global Settlement – A lump sum is allocated to all plaintiffs.​
 ✅ Negotiate Individual Settlements – Payouts depend on injury severity and medical 
costs.​
 ✅ Refuse to Settle – The case moves to trial for further litigation. 

📌 Settlement Amounts Are Based On:​
 ✔ Medical expenses and lost wages​
 ✔ Pain and suffering damages​
 ✔ Severity of injuries​
 ✔ The strength of evidence against the defendant 

 

⚠️ Dealing With Delays & Case Complexities 
Mass tort cases take time due to:​
 🚫 Defendant Appeals & Legal Challenges – Companies often delay cases to reduce 
payouts.​



 🚫 Large Number of Plaintiffs – More claimants mean longer settlement negotiations.​
 🚫 Complex Scientific & Medical Evidence – Proving causation takes time and requires 
expert testimony. 

📌 What You Can Do:​
 ✔ Stay patient and communicate with your attorney regularly.​
 ✔ Avoid accepting a low settlement just because the process is slow.​
 ✔ Keep detailed records of ongoing medical issues to strengthen your case. 

 

🙋‍♂️ Your Role in the Legal Proceedings 
While attorneys handle most of the legal work, you still play a critical role in the process: 

✅ Provide All Necessary Documents – Medical records, receipts, lost wage proof.​
 ✅ Attend Medical Evaluations – These help prove the extent of your injury.​
 ✅ Stay Updated & Ask Questions – Your lawyer should provide regular case updates.​
 ✅ Be Honest & Transparent – Ensure all information is accurate to avoid issues. 

📌 Tip: If your case is selected for trial, you may be asked to give a deposition or testify. 

 

📩 Need Legal Assistance? Get a Free Case Evaluation Today! 

Understanding the mass tort process is crucial, but you don’t have to go through it alone. Our 
experienced legal team is ready to guide you every step of the way and help you secure the 
compensation you deserve. 

📞 Call Now or Visit Our Website to Get Started! 
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