Types of Mass Tort Cases

Mass tort cases cover a wide range of claims where multiple individuals suffer harm due to
negligence or misconduct. Below are some of the most common categories of mass tort
litigation, along with statistics on successful claims and how mass torts differ from class actions.

1. Defective & Dangerous Drugs

Pharmaceutical companies sometimes release drugs that cause severe side effects or
long-term health issues. These cases involve claims against manufacturers who failed to
adequately test or disclose risks.

+ Examples:

e Opioid Litigation: Billions awarded in settlements against manufacturers for
addiction-related harm.
e Zantac Lawsuits: Thousands of cases filed due to cancer risks linked to the drug.

+ Success Rate:

e Drug-related mass tort settlements have resulted in over $20 billion in compensation for
affected individuals.

2. Defective Medical Devices

Faulty medical implants, surgical tools, and prosthetics can lead to life-altering complications.
These cases target manufacturers that fail to ensure product safety.

+ Examples:

e Hip Implants: Metal-on-metal designs linked to severe tissue damage and recall
settlements.

e Hernia Mesh Lawsuits: Over $2 billion in settiements for patients experiencing
complications.

+ Success Rate:



e Many medical device mass tort cases result in settiements ranging from $100,000 to $1
million per claimant depending on severity.

3. Environmental & Toxic Exposure

Companies that pollute water, air, or land can be held accountable for health issues caused by
exposure to hazardous substances.

+ Examples:

e Camp Lejeune Water Contamination: Thousands exposed to toxic chemicals, leading
to ongoing mass tort claims.

e Roundup Weed Killer: Over $10 billion paid in settlements due to cancer-related
claims.

¢+ Success Rate:

e Environmental mass tort cases have seen multi-billion-dollar settlements for affected
communities.

4. Defective Consumer Products

When everyday products cause harm due to design flaws or manufacturing defects, consumers
can seek compensation.

+ Examples:

e Talcum Powder & Ovarian Cancer: Johnson & Johnson has paid over $8 billion in
settlements.
e E-Cigarettes & Vaping Injuries: Cases linked to lung disease and respiratory issues.

+ Success Rate:

e Consumer product mass torts often result in high-profile lawsuits and significant
payouts when liability is proven.

5. Workplace & Occupational Exposure



Employees exposed to hazardous substances or unsafe working conditions may file mass tort
claims against negligent employers.

+ Examples:

e Asbestos & Mesothelioma: Over $30 billion in trust funds established for victims.
e Silica Dust Exposure: Construction workers and miners developing lung diseases.

+ Success Rate:

e Asbestos-related claims have resulted in some of the largest mass tort settlements in
U.S. history.

Mass Torts vs. Class Actions: Key Differences

Factor Mass Tort Class Action

Number of Plaintiffs Hundreds to thousands Thousands to millions

Individual Case Each case is treated Cases are grouped into one

Consideration separately lawsuit

Compensation Based on individual damages  Equal or proportional payout to all

members

Timeframe Longer due to case-by-case Generally shorter
review

Typical Use Drug injuries, medical Consumer fraud, data breaches,
devices, toxic exposure employment claims

Final Thoughts



Mass tort litigation provides a powerful avenue for victims to seek justice while holding
corporations accountable. If you or a loved one has suffered harm due to a defective product,
drug, or toxic exposure, legal action may help you recover compensation.

t. Need Assistance? Contact us today for a free case review.
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